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Newsletter for  
12th December 2021 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 

Collect for the 3rd Sunday of Advent 
God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the 

Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: give us courage 
to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, and to suffer 

for the cause of right, with Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Amen 
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Readings for the 8.00am service 
 
Epistle: Philippians 4: 4-7              
Final Exhortations 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness 
be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Gospel: Luke 3: 7-18  
   7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit 
in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can 
raise up children for Abraham. 9 The axe is already at the root of the trees, 
and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 
     10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 
11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one 
who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.” 
     12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what 
should we do?” 
     13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 
14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 
 He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be 
content with your pay.” 
     15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their 
hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah.16 John answered them all, “I 
baptize you with[a] water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, 
the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you 
with[b] the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear 
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A+7-18++++&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25042a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A+7-18++++&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25042b
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up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other words John 
exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them. 
 
Worship at 10.30am is our Messy Nativity and Christmas Presentation. 
We will begin with refreshments and all are very welcome. Please note a 
change this year, we will meet in St. James and not the Church Hall. 
   

PRAYERS 
We pray for all those who we know who have underlying health issues 
and for all those who are required to self-isolate at this time. We pray 
especially today for: Sophie, Karen, Sue, Liz, Erin, Caroline, Chris, Pauline, 
Pat, Pete, Colin, Nick, Mike, Robert, Laura, Hector and his family, Alice, 
Andrew, David, Margaret, David, Frances, Bernard, Charlene and Woody.  
 
We give thanks for the life of Roy Howe. Please pray for Joan, Angela, Nick 
and the rest of the family at this difficult time for them. 
 
We give thanks for the life of Eileen Price. Her funeral service is to be on 
Friday 17th December at 2.00pm in St. James. Please remember Andrew, 
Christine and the rest of the family in your prayers at this time. 
 
We give thank for the life of Margaret Taylor, a member of the Ladies 
Guild, her funeral is on 16th December at Westerleigh at 10.45am. Please 
remember Vic her husband and Sue her daughter at this time. 
 
Please also pray for the family of Revd. Andy Mason, who has sadly died 
this week from a tragic road accident. We give thanks for Andy’s life and 
ministry, especially in Kingswood and for the blessing he has been to so 
many. (Andy was the Vicar who came and led our Alpha Day a few years 
back.) 
 

BEING COVID SAFE 
Please note that with the appearance of the Omicron variant of Covid, 
which may be more transmissible and more severe; Plan B has been 
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enacted by the Government. We will  continue with our current 
procedures at St. James, the notable change is that wearing of masks, even 
when singing, is mandatory. There are currently no legal restricions on 
numbers attending services, but please note that we are not operating a 
booking system for Christmas services and that once we assess the building 
is up to capacitiy with safety of everyone in mind, we may have to ask 
some people to return home and join us via livestream. Please note there 
are signs you can put on the seat next to you to help maintain social 
distance, if you wish. We continue to ask for use of hand sanitisers on 
entering the building. Holy Communion procedures will remain unchanged 
at present. Track and trace is no longer a requirement, but we continue to 
recommend  the use of the QR code that can be found by the entrance and 
exit doors in St James and by the entrance in the Church Hall. We will 
continue to keep this all under regular review. 
 

MESSAGE FROM CHRIS TAYLOR ABOUT LIVESTREAMING 
     We have now been livestreaming our services for some weeks and we 
seem to have worked through many of the technical issues we experienced 
at the outset. If you would be interested in helping with this could you 
please contact me direct, my email is christaylor@blueyonder.co.uk. 

The services will be Live streamed this Sunday 
 
Wednesdays 12pm Mid-day Communion Service continues this week and 

then we will recommence on 5th January 
 

Please note: Sunday 2nd January at 10.30am we have been invited to 
worship next door at the URC, worship will be led by Revd. Stephen Newell 

and will be followed by mince pies. There will be no 10.30 service in St. 
James that morning. 

 
 

Message from the Social Committee 
The Christmas Fair raised £1,850 plus £100 for mission. Thank to everyone 
for all their hard work. 

mailto:christaylor@blueyonder.co.uk
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Dates for the Diary:  

Christmas Get together  - You are invited to join the Thursday Home group 
for our Christmas celebration this Thursday  16th December, from 7.00pm 
If you are not usually part of this home group and would like to come 
please let Teresa know for catering, all very welcome. 

 
Christmas meal 

This is now all ordered and paid for at the Grapevine, if you still owe for 
your meal please speak to Teresa. The current Plan B Covid restrictions 
do not prevent us from meeting. We will have the restaurant area to 
ourselves. Please be prepared to wear a mask when not seated at our 
tables. 
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Once again this year I shall be collecting used postage stamps for the 
Royal National Institute for the Blind. I would appreciate any stamps you 
have, including those sent to you by people who still send Christmas cards! 
There is a small collecting box at the back of the church, or you can simply 
pass them directly to me. Many thanks, Peter Huzzey 
 
Has Cop 26 and the recent News articles left you with questions about 
what is happening with our beautiful world at the moment? In his latest 
book, Chris Sunderland takes a look at some of the issues. He writes… 
‘I wonder how you have felt about Cop26 and its global discussion about 
climate change? Weary, frustrated, longing for something fresh and 
realistic? In his new ebook, Chris Sunderland says that there is an 
alternative way of approaching the environmental crisis and it starts with 
our imagination. The book is called “Imagination is the Key – to unlock the 
environmental crisis” and it comes up with a set of simple things that can 
be done at neighbourhood level that churches could get involved in, like the 
recent Three Greens Festival. You can find it on Amazon or through 
https://imaginationisthekey.website . 
 

Vicar: Revd TERESA TAYLOR 01179093078                                                                    revtmt@blueyonder.co.uk 
Revd Canon PETER HUZZEY                                                                                peterhuzzey67@gmail.com 
Church Warden: DEREK TURNER                                                                        stjamesmag@hotmail.com 
Church Warden:  MIKE BEARD                                                                           mike.beard789@gmail.com 
Lay Minister: BARRIE FLEET                                                                                     barriefleet@tiscali.co.uk 
Lay Minister: RICH HARRIS                                                                                     Rich.Harris@bristol.ac.uk 
Lay Minister: JANE HUZZEY                                                                                      jane.huzzey@gmail.com 
Lay Minister: JACKIE LONG                                                                                          jac.long67@gmail.com 
Lay Minister: DAVID MILES                                                                                 dbmiles@blueyonder.co.uk 
Lay Minister: ANTONY JEFFERIES                                                                        Antony.clare@tiscali.co.uk                                   
Parish Office: VENETIA RODGERS                                                                   stjamesmango@gmail.com 
Church Website & FB: TERRIE WALKER-SMITH                                   http://www.stjameschurch.co.uk 

 
We would still like to increase the number of people acting as sidespersons 
at the 10:30am service and more volunteers to take on this role would be 
appreciated. The sidesperson is often the first person seen by anyone 
attending a service and although not too onerous a task it is very important.  

https://imaginationisthekey.website/
http://www.stjameschurch.co.uk/
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     If you think you could perform this role, or would like more details speak 
to me, or one of the current Sidespersons.Derek Turner 
 

RESOUND FOODBANK CHRISTMAS SHOPPING LIST – 2021 
NO pasta or baked beans please as we have lots! Also, please no bottles of fizzy drinks or water – thank you! 

• Small boxes of Chocolates 
• Small Christmas Cakes 
• Christmas Biscuits/Chocolates 
• Yule Logs 
• Custard (Tins or Sachets) 
• Large tins of Ham 
• Large tins of Salmon 
• Small boxes of Gift Toiletries – Male and Female 
• Tins of Green Beans 
• Children’s Toothbrushes 
• Nappies – Size 6 only 
• Washing Tablets  
Resound FoodBank, Blackhorse Road, Mangotsfield, Bristol BS16 9BP 0117 3050969 / 07485688621 

resound@northbristol.foodbank.org.uk We are now open every Friday between 10am – 12pm. 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
Please send anything you wish to be included in the newsletter for Sunday 
19th December to: stjamesmango@gmail.com by the evening of Thurday 
16th December. Thanks, Venetia 
 

 

 

mailto:resound@northbristol.foodbank.org.uk
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