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The Second Sunday After Trinity 
Readings for the Services 

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5: 6-10, 14-17 
6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in 
the body we are away from the Lord. 7 For we live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are 
confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with 
the Lord. 9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the 
body or away from it. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in 
the body, whether good or bad. 
 
     14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, 
and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer 
live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 16 So 
from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once 
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 
 

Gospel reading: Mark 4: 26 – 34 
The Parable of the Growing Seed 
26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on 
the ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and 
grows, though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first 
the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is 
ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” 
 
The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable 
shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all 
seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all 
garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 
    33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they 
could understand. 34 He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But 
when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 
 

The Collect for the 2nd Sunday After Trinity 

Faithful Creator, whose mercy never fails: deepen our faithfulness to you and to 

your living Word, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen 
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PRAYERS 
We pray for all those who we know who have underlying health issues and for 
all those who are required to self-isolate at this time. We pray especially today 
for: Sophie, Doreen, Pat, Karen, Sue, Liz, Erin, Caroline, Chris, Pauline, Pat, Pete, 
Colin, Nick, Mike, Robert, Laura, Shirley, Hector and his family, Alice, Andrew, 
David and Joy.  
    We remember with gratitude the life of Christine Stock and pray for her family 
at this sad time for them. 
 

Message from Teresa and the Leadership Team 
Worship for both 8.00am and 10.30am services continues successfully and this 
pattern will continue, unless we receive further directives from the Government 
or Church of England. Services remain under strict Covid secure procedures of 
social distancing and wearing of face masks (unless exempt). No booking 
necessary, but operated on a first come basis. Our online provision and emailed 
newsletter will continue for the time being.  
The online service this week will be available from 9.30am. For the link, go to St 
James Mangotsfield Facebook page, website or straight to Youtube and search 
for St James.  
     As we move forward and look at what “normal” will look like for us as a 
worshipping community, we need to consider what ways of worship are both 
sustainable and meet the needs of those who join us for worship, be it online, 
livestreaming or physically in church. We recognise that a hybrid format will be 
necessary in the immediate future with social distancing limiting numbers and 
some still not feeling safe to return to church in person. We would value any 
comments, especially from those who watch at home as to the format that works 
best for you, for example live streamed or pre-recorded online which originally 
began in the first Lockdown before we had both the equipment and skills to live 
stream. Please send any comments to the parish office or speak to a member of 
leadership team. This will help us to come to a plan moving forward. We would 
also endorse Chris’ plea below for others to come forward twho either have or 
would be willing to learn the skills to help with the livestreaming of services on a 
Sunday.  

MESSAGE FROM CHRIS TAYLOR ABOUT LIVESTREAMING 
     We have now been livestreaming our services for some weeks and we seem to 
have worked through many of the technical issues we experienced at the outset. 
If you would be interested in helping with this could you please contact me direct, 
my email is christaylor@blueyonder.co.uk. 

mailto:christaylor@blueyonder.co.uk
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TERESA WRITES… 
If you take a moment to take stock, I wonder how you are doing at the moment? 
     After some 15 months of living in and out of Lockdowns and continuing 
restrictions we are still at a point of no clear way forward. It looks as if the much 
longed for and anticipated easing of restrictions on 21st June may be put back by 
a few weeks due to the emergence of the Delta mutation of the Covid 19 virus. 
There is a mixed picture of rising cases and hospital admissions, but also evidence 
emerging of a good degree of protection from having had two vaccinations. Soon 
now the whole adult population, in this country, will have been offered at least 
one vaccine and the second will follow, so there is also much to be hopeful about. 
     It would seem the British Staycation will be with us for a while now as 
international travel continues to be curtailed, but many are rediscovering the 
beauty of our own country afresh and this is to be celebrated. So even as we look 
to the holiday season this is also uncertain. 
     So, I wonder if, as you take stock, you find yourselves like me with a plethora 
of thoughts and emotions running riot that in themselves can be quite 
exhausting? 
     This morning I read these words from psalm 46: 
 “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth.”  
     God has been with us throughout these days of pandemic. Psalm 46 begins 
with the words: 
“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” 
     Whatever happens in the days ahead God is right there with us, may it be our 
prayer that in our moments of stillness that we will KNOW the presence of God, 
for it is then that we will find the deepest peace and strength to move forward. 
Amen. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
Please send anything you wish to be included in the newsletter for Sunday 20th 
June to: stjamesmango@gmail.com by 11am on Friday 18th June.  
Thanks, Venetia  
 
THANKSGIVING SERVICE TO CELEBRATE VAL ABBOTT’S LIFE AND MINISTRY  on 
Saturday July 17th at 2.30 pm 4.00pm at  St. John’s Church, Chipping Sodbury. 
This service assumes the Covid restrictions are lifted in June, if this is not the case, 
the service will be rearranged. If you plan to attend could you let Teresa or Roger 
know ASAP please, for numbers. 
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