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Readings for the Services 
 
Epistle: 1 John 5: 1-6 
Faith in the Incarnate Son of God 
5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone 
who loves the father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we 
love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 In 
fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not 
burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the 
victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that 
overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God. 
6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not 
come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, 
because the Spirit is the truth. 
 
Gospel reading: John 15: 9-17  
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my 
love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.11 I have told you this so 
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My 
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no 
one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if 
you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant 
does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You 
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go 
and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name 
the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 
 

The Collect for the 6th Sunday of Easter 

Risen Christ, you have raised our human nature to the throne of heaven: 
help us to seek and serve you, that we may join you at the Father’s side, 
where you reign with the Spirit in glory, now and for ever, Amen 
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PRAYERS 

We pray for all those who we know who have underlying health issues and 
for all those who are required to self-isolate at this time. We pray especially 
today for: Sophie, Doreen, Pat, Karen, Sue, Liz, Erin, Caroline, Chris, Pauline, 
Pat, Pete, Colin, Nick, Mike, Robert, Laura, Shirley, Ray, Hector and his 
family, Alice and Andrew.  
 
    We remember with gratitude the lives of Karyn Billings and Mary Lines 
and pray for their families at this sad time for them. 
 

Message from Teresa and the Leadership Team 
Worship for both 8.00am and 10.30am services continues successfully and 
this pattern will continue, unless we receive further directives from the 
Government or Church of England. Services remain under strict Covid secure 
procedures of social distancing and wearing of face masks (unless exempt). 
No booking necessary, but operated on a first come basis. Our online 
provision and emailed newsletter will continue for the time being.  
 
The online service this week will be available from 9.30am. For the link, go 
to St James Mangotsfield Facebook page, website or straight to Youtube 
and search for St James. Please note that the hyperlinks for Zoom etc. may 
not work on all computers. If they don’t work simply cut and paste, or copy in 
the information on the links instead. 
 
There will again be livestreamed  8.00am Holy Communion and 10.30 
Morning Worship this week, technology permitting! The link will be 
available on our FaceBook page and website.Feedback following this would 
be much appreciated, thank you! 

 
MESSAGE FROM TERESA TAYLOR 

One of the prized jewels of our beautiful church building is the window at the 
East end of the church above the altar. The stained glass was designed by 
Louis Davis a renowned stained-glass artist of the Arts and Crafts movement. 
The window depicts the artist’s impression of Jesus returning to heaven six 
weeks after the resurrection and reminds us of the continuum that there is 
between this world and the next, creatures of earth and heaven being clearly 
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depicted in the scene. It often serves to remind me that when we are 
gathered for worship that we not only join with those of us in the building 
and now of course those worshipping from home, but also, we join with the 
whole host of heaven, that is some powerful worship!  
      This week in the church calendar on Thursday we remember the 
Ascension of Jesus and ten days later will follow the celebration of Pentecost, 
when we give thanks for the gift of the Holy Spirit to those early disciples and 
indeed followers of Christ ever since. Before he was received back to heaven 
Jesus commanded the disciples to wait for this gift of the Holy Spirit, back in 
Jerusalem and this is exactly what they did. They returned home, continuing 
to worship God and carry on with their everyday lives as best as possible, 
prayerfully electing a new leader in place of Judas and living a life of 
corporate worship. 
      I believe there are parallels with the waiting time of those early followers 
of Jesus after the Ascension and ourselves, the church family of St. James at 
Ascensiontide 2021. We find ourselves with a beautiful new building, on the 
threshold of something great, but restrained by Covid from realising all that 
we would hope to do. We are being required to wait patiently until the time 
is right to move fully forward. So let us learn from those first followers of 
Jesus, to be obedient to what God is asking of us at the moment. To continue 
the routine administration of being a church to the best of our ability, to 
continue to grow together as the Body of Christ in this place and to worship 
and pray together, whether in the same building or at home, so that we may 
be strengthened and equipped for the next stage of our corporate life and 
mission when restrictions are lifted and we can with God’s leading more fully 
realise our vision of “A Christ-centred Church caring for the Community.” 

 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  10TH – 16TH MAY 2021 
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In the beginning when God created the heavens and earth, the earth was a formless void and a 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.  
Genesis 1: 1-2 

     In 2021 the same spirit of God hovers over our planet, which is facing a 
climate emergency.  People already living in poverty are losing even more 
food, water, homes and family. Every day people have to walk further to 
collect water because of drought. Rose aged 67, with her donkey, walks for 6 
hours every day to collect water for her 6 grandchildren.  She is hungry and 
thirsty. Extreme drought is preventing her of a reliable source of water. Can 
we as a church help Rose and other families to pay for construction of an 
earth or sand dam, or help to provide a bag of cement. Water is essential to 
us all, and all should have reasonable access to the water of life. Will you 
help people like Rose? This information is taken from Christian Aid literature.         
The easiest way to give at the moment is online at christianaid.org.uk. Sylvia 
or Venetia (via the church office) would also be be pleased to accept any 
donations for Christian Aid.  There is a special collection plate in church and 
Christian Aid envelopes Thank you, Sylvia and Venetia 
 

SIDESPERSONS 10:30AM SERVICE 
The numbers of persons acting as sidespersons has fallen over the past year 
and more volunteers to take on this role would be appreciated. The 
sidesperson is often the first person seen by anyone attending a service and 
although not too onerous a task it is very important.  
     If you think you could perform this role, or would like more details speak 
to me, or one of the current Sidespersons.   Derek Turner 
 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE  
The social committee are meeting on Thursday 20th May, 7.30pm in 
church to plan some future events.  If you feel you might have something to 
contribute or would just like to get a feel of what we do, you would be most 
welcome to join us. Ruth Oakley 

 
 Saturday June 5th : Plant Sale from 10am – 12 midday in the church 
grounds.  The church will also be open for refreshments.  Help in the kitchen 
will be needed and donation of cakes welcome.  For those with ‘green 
fingers’, donations of plants – flowers and vegetables will be appreciated and 
can be brought to the church at 9am on the day. If you can help in any way 
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please speak to Ruth Oakley(07826312630) or Chris Llewellyn(9570318). 
These events are subject to the covid restrictions applicable at the time.  
 
Message from Ruth Oakley:  It will soon be pine cone collecting time. While 
on your walks, if you see any pine cones please collect them for me ready to 
make Christmas decorations later in the year. Thank you 

 
ST. JAMES CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2020 

The Annual Report for 2020 will be presented to the APCM on the 18th May 
2021 and a copy is now available to anyone who requires one. If you have 
access to a computer send your request to the parish office,  e-mail:  
stjamesmango@gmail.com . If you do not have access to a computer contact 
the parish office by ‘phone tel. no. 0117 9561016. If the office is unmanned 
leave a message on the answerphone to include your address and a copy will 
be sent to you by post (please speak slowly as the answerphone does not 
record very well -Venetia). Derek Turner 
 

CHURCH CHAIRS 
The chairs have been delivered to the church. We are now taking individual 
payment of chairs for those who would like to sponsor a chair. Please see 
attached form, at the end of the newsletter, for donating a chair (there are 
also larger individually printed A4 forms in the church if you would prefer 
one of those). 
 

THE APCM IS ON TUESDAY 18TH MAY at 7.30PM. 
We are hoping that the venue for the APCM will be in church but this will be 
confirmed next week. If it is not in church, it will take place on Zoom.   
 
Nominations for Annual Parochial Church and Vestry Meetings The above 
meetings will be held on Tuesday 18th May 2021 in St. James Church. Issues 
to be dealt with include the election of Churchwardens, and members of the 
Parochial Church Council. Nomination forms are now available and are 
located in a basket on the ledge by the south door in the church building or, 
for those unable to collect, an ‘electronic’ form may be obtained from me (e-
mail stjamesmag@hotmail.com). To minimise contact in the current climate, 
anyone wishing to stand for either of the posts should collect the appropriate 

mailto:stjamesmango@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesmag@hotmail.com


 7 

application form from the tray, complete their personal details as required, 
ensuring they sign the declaration. Put the form in the envelope attached to 
the form and place it back in the tray. Please do not pass the form to anyone 
else to propose or second your application. I will collect the envelopes and 
deal with the proposing etc prior to the APCM. Derek Turner  
 

NEWSLETTER  
Please send anything you wish to be included in the newsletter for Sunday 
16th May to: stjamesmango@gmail.com by 11am on Friday 14th May.  
Thanks, Venetia  

CHURCH ACCOUNT DETAILS 
Here are the correct bank account details for the Church and Re-Order 
accounts, which will be printed regularly in the newsletter, as requested: 
General church account No:  00131986    Sort Code: 30-98-06 
Re-Order account No: 53092060                 Sort Code: 30-84-75 
All cheques payable to: PCC Mangotsfield – Reserve Fund (including the 
hyphen).  
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