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Readings for the Services 
Epistle: Acts 1: 15-17, 21-end 
Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering 
about a hundred and twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers and sisters,[d] the 
Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through 
David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested 
Jesus. 17 He was one of our number and shared in our ministry.” 
21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us 
the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us,22 beginning from John’s 
baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must 
become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 
23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as 
Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s 
heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen 25 to take over this 
apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” 26 Then they 
cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 
 
Gospel reading: John 17: 6-19 
Jesus Prays for His Disciples 
6 “I have revealed you[a] to those whom you gave me out of the world. They 
were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now 
they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave 
them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with 
certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray 
for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given 
me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And 
glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, 
but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them by the power of[b]your name, the name you gave me, so that they may 
be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept 
them safe by[c] that name you gave me. None has been lostexcept the one 
doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, 
so that they may have the full measure of my joywithin them. 14 I have given 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26940d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A+6-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26766a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A+6-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26771b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A+6-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26772c
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them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world 
any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out 
of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of 
the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by[d] the truth; your word is 
truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For 
them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 
 

The Collect for the 7th Sunday of Easter 

Risen, ascended Lord, as we rejoice at your triumph, fill your Church on earth 
with power and compassion, that all who are estranged by sin may find 
forgiveness and know your peace, to the glory of God the Father, Amen 
 

PRAYERS 
We pray for all those who we know who have underlying health issues and 
for all those who are required to self-isolate at this time. We pray especially 
today for: Sophie, Doreen, Pat, Karen, Sue, Liz, Erin, Caroline, Chris, Pauline, 
Pat, Pete, Colin, Nick, Mike, Robert, Laura, Shirley, Ray, Hector and his 
family, Alice and Andrew.  
    We remember with gratitude the lives of Karyn Billings and Mary Lines 
and pray for their families at this sad time for them. 
 

Message from Teresa and the Leadership Team 
Worship for both 8.00am and 10.30am services continues successfully and 
this pattern will continue, unless we receive further directives from the 
Government or Church of England. Services remain under strict Covid secure 
procedures of social distancing and wearing of face masks (unless exempt). 
No booking necessary, but operated on a first come basis. Our online 
provision and emailed newsletter will continue for the time being.  
The online service this week will be available from 9.30am. For the link, go 
to St James Mangotsfield Facebook page, website or straight to Youtube 
and search for St James. Please note that the hyperlinks for Zoom etc. may 
not work on all computers. If they don’t work simply cut and paste, or copy in 
the information on the links instead. 
There will again be livestreamed  8.00am Holy Communion and 10.30 
Morning Worship this week, technology permitting! The link will be 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A+6-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26777d
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available on our FaceBook page and website. Feedback following this would 
be much appreciated, thank you! 

 
MESSAGE FROM JANE HUZZEY 

It is half way through May and it is not living up to my expectations! They are 
based primarily on my recollections of May when I was a lot younger, 
particularly in my teens. 
     What I remember is glorious weather inviting me to do all sorts of 
interesting activities but having to stay at home to study for exams. Revision 
involves cramming ones brain full of ‘stuff’ that you have supposedly learnt 
and trying to ensure it remains there for sufficiently long until you spill it out 
onto an exam paper. Although a good exercise for medium – term memory, 
I’m not convinced that exams are necessarily the best preparation for real 
life. What we retain from our school days is frequently what we have 
continued to use in our chosen career or anything that, hopefully, equips us 
for life.  
     I suspect that I have a brain that is gifted at discarding what I no longer 
need which is my excuse for doing so badly in quizzes!  
     So what about learning in our spiritual lives, the development of our faith 
and relationship with God? Paul, in his letter to Romans, urges us to be 
‘transformed by the renewing of our minds’.  
     How have we learnt and developed in our faith? Experiential learning such 
as learning to drive, or learning to cook tends to stay with us, particularly if 
we continue to use those skills. As Christians we have an experience of a 
friendship with God, of talking to him in prayer, of supporting and 
encouraging each other in our shared faith, of worshipping together. 
     Learning continues as long as we retain an open mind that listens and is 
open to change.  We are privileged to be free to read and study the Bible, to 
hear and receive teaching through sermons, reading and to learn from each 
other in conversation and small group discussion.  
     How well do we continue to maintain our learning and faith? How easy 
has that been over the last twelve months? A year ago we were both grateful 
for, and impressed by modern technology in enabling us to continue online 
worship and learning. It was a bit of a novelty to tune in to You Tube services 
and fun to discover which of our lay ministers had a face more fitted for 
radio…. 
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     However, over the lockdown period with its ups and downs, some of us 
may have gradually stopped tuning in, and are losing touch with our church 
community and worse still, are losing a grasp of our faith.  
     Spiritual learning and growth depends on continued experience, 

conversation and sharing. As lockdown draws to a close, the balance of risk is 

changing radically. There are more and more safe ways of re-engaging with 

God in the company of each other. Coming out of lockdown is a challenge for 

many. Please don’t do it on your own as we all need each other. As St Paul 

says ‘in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to 

all the others’.      Jane 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  10TH – 16TH MAY 2021 

 

The easiest way to give at the moment is online at christianaid.org.uk. Sylvia 
or Venetia (via the church office) would also be be pleased to accept any 
donations for Christian Aid.  There is a special collection plate in church and 
Christian Aid envelopes Thank you, Sylvia and Venetia 
 
THANKSGIVING SERVICE TO CELEBRATE VAL ABBOTT’S LIFE AND MINISTRY  
on Saturday July 17th at 2.30 pm at  St. John’s Church, Chipping Sodbury, 
where Val and Steve have worshipped since retiring in 2010. The event will 
also include some hymns, music and readings, and we’ll end 4.0 pm with 
refreshments kindly provided by the members of St. John’s Church. It will be 
informal, with opportunities for friends and family to give brief personal 
reminiscences and words of appreciation.  
    This service assumes the Covid restrictions are lifted in June, if this is not 
the case, the service will be rearranged. If you plan to attend could you let 
Teresa know please, for numbers. 
 

SIDESPERSONS 10:30AM SERVICE 
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The numbers of persons acting as sidespersons has fallen over the past year 
and more volunteers to take on this role would be appreciated. The 
sidesperson is often the first person seen by anyone attending a service and 
although not too onerous a task it is very important. If you think you could 
perform this role, or would like more details speak to me, or one of the 
current Sidespersons.   Derek Turner 
 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE  
The social committee are meeting on Thursday 20th May, 7.30pm in 
church to plan some future events.  If you feel you might have something to 
contribute or would just like to get a feel of what we do, you would be most 
welcome to join us. Ruth Oakley 
 Saturday June 5th : Plant Sale from 10am – 12 midday in the church 
grounds.  The church will also be open for refreshments.  Help in the kitchen 
will be needed and donation of cakes welcome.  For those with ‘green 
fingers’, donations of plants – flowers and vegetables will be appreciated and 
can be brought to the church at 9am on the day. If you can help in any way 
please speak to Ruth Oakley(07826312630) or Chris Llewellyn(9570318). 
These events are subject to the covid restrictions applicable at the time.  

 
ST. JAMES CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2020 

The Annual Report for 2020 will be presented to the APCM on the 18th May 
2021 and a copy is now available to anyone who requires one. If you have 
access to a computer send your request to the parish office,  e-mail:  
stjamesmango@gmail.com . If you do not have access to a computer contact 
the parish office by ‘phone tel. no. 0117 956 1016. If the office is unmanned 
leave a message on the answerphone to include your address and a copy will 
be sent to you by post). Derek Turner 
 

CHURCH CHAIRS 
The chairs have been delivered to the church. We are now taking individual 
payment of chairs for those who would like to sponsor a chair. Please see 
attached form, at the end of the newsletter, for donating a chair (there are 
also larger individually printed A4 forms in the church if you would prefer 
one of those). 
 

mailto:stjamesmango@gmail.com
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THE APCM IS ON TUESDAY 18TH MAY at 7.30PM. 
With the lifting of some Covid restrictions on 17th May we are able to confirm 
the APCM will be in church this Tuesday. We will not serve refreshments, but 
please do bring a drink form home with you if you wish. 
Nominations for Annual Parochial Church and Vestry Meetings The above 
meetings will be held on Tuesday 18th May 2021 in St. James Church. Issues 
to be dealt with include the election of Churchwardens, and members of the 
Parochial Church Council. Nomination forms are now available and are 
located in a basket on the ledge by the south door in the church building or, 
for those unable to collect, an ‘electronic’ form may be obtained from me (e-
mail stjamesmag@hotmail.com). To minimise contact in the current climate, 
anyone wishing to stand for either of the posts should collect the appropriate 
application form from the tray, complete their personal details as required, 
ensuring they sign the declaration. Put the form in the envelope attached to 
the form and place it back in the tray. Please do not pass the form to anyone 
else to propose or second your application. I will collect the envelopes and 
deal with the proposing etc prior to the APCM. Derek Turner  
 

NEWSLETTER – NB THURSDAY DEADLINE   
Please send anything you wish to be included in the newsletter for Sunday 
23rd May to: stjamesmango@gmail.com by 11am on THURSDAY 20th May.  
Thanks, Venetia  
 

RESOUND FOODBANK SHOPPING LIST – MAY 2021 
NO pasta or baked beans please as we have lots! Also, please no bottles of fizzy drinks or water –  

• Tomato based pasta sauce (no curry sauces please) 
• Adult toothbrushes 
• Disposable toothbrushes 
• Toilet rolls 
• Tinned mushrooms and tinned green beans (no peas) 
• Dog food – wet and dry 
• Weetabix + shredded wheat 
• Macaroni cheese 
• Small bottles squash 
• Wrapped chocolate biscuit bars I.e. Penguin, Kit-Kats 

Resound foodbank, Blackhorse Road, Mangotsfield, Bristol BS16 9BP  0117 3050969 / 07485688621 
We are now open every Friday between 10am – 12pm. We are looking forward to seeing you!                      

mailto:stjamesmag@hotmail.com
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