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5th Sunday of Easter 
Readings for the Services 

Old Testament reading: Genesis 22: 1-18, NIV 
Abraham Tested 
22 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 
“Here I am,” he replied.2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom 
you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a 
burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took 
with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough 
wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him 
about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the 
distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the 
boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son 
Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went 
on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” 
“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the 
burnt offering?” 
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 
offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an 
altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him 
on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took 
the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from 
heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I 
know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, 
your only son.” 
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram[a] caught by its 
horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering 
instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And 
to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” 
15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and 
said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+22%3A+1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-561a
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and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and 
make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand 
on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their 
enemies, 18 and through your offspring[b] all nations on earth will be 
blessed,[c] because you have obeyed me.” 
 
Gospel reading: John 15: 1-8, NIV 
The Vine and the Branches 
15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every 
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes[a] so that it will be even more fruitful.3 You are already clean because 
of the word I have spoken to you.4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No 
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 
bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you 
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.6 If you do not remain 
in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches 
are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples. 
 

The Collect for the 5th Sunday of Easter 
Risen Christ, your wounds declare your love for the world and the wonder 

of your risen life: give us compassion and courage to risk ourselves for 
those we serve, to the glory of God the Father, Amen 
 

PRAYERS 

We pray for all those who we know who have underlying health issues and 
for all those who are required to self-isolate at this time. We pray especially 
today for: Sophie, Doreen, Pat, Karen, Sue, Liz, Erin, Caroline, Chris, Pauline, 
Pat, Pete, Colin, Nick, Mike, Robert, Laura, Shirley, Diana, Ray, Hector and 
his family, Alice and Andrew.  
 
    We remember with gratitude the lives of Karyn Billings and Mary Lines 
and pray for their families at this sad time for them. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+22%3A+1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-566b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+22%3A+1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-566c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A+1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26702a
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Message from Teresa and the Leadership Team 

Worship for both 8.00am and 10.30am services continues successfully and 
this pattern will continue, unless we receive further directives from the 
Government or Church of England. Services remain under strict Covid secure 
procedures of social distancing and wearing of face masks (unless exempt). 
No booking necessary, but operated on a first come basis. Our online 
provision and emailed newsletter will continue for the time being.  
 
The online service this week will be available from 9.30am. For the link, go 
to St James Mangotsfield Facebook page, website or straight to Youtube 
and search for St James. 
Please note that the hyperlinks for Zoom etc. may not work on all computers. 
If they don’t work simply cut and paste, or copy in the information on the 
links instead. 
 
There will again be livestreamed  8.00am Holy Communion and 10.30 
Morning Worship this week, technology permitting! The link will be 
available on our FaceBook page and website.Feedback following this would 
be much appreciated, thank you! 

 
MESSAGE FROM JACKIE LONG 

     For many years the month of May filled me with a sense of foreboding.  It 
was a memory of impending assessment through University finals when I had 
many nightmarish dreams where I was being chased and my life threatened!  
Thankfully that feeling has left me now but we do tend to live with 
assessment of some kind as students know only too well. 
     We even, maybe unconsciously, assess ourselves and each other.  We may 
compare ourselves, often unfavourably with others. Sometimes, if we are 
honest, we put ourselves in a better light.  Those in places of leadership 
whether in politics or in the church suffer uncalled for criticism especially in 
the social media.  Football players have recently boycotted social media for a 
few days due to receiving so much abuse. It is a sad reflection of how the 
world works. 
     The saddest reflection is that we may also see this negative assessment as 
part of God’s character and find ourselves striving for His approval and never 



 5 

feeling we are good enough, forgetting that His assessment is one of 
unconditional love through grace and no amount of hard work or attempts to 
be ‘good’ will be enough to earn our salvation. 
     As Paul writes to the Ephesians (2:8-9) : ‘ God saved you by his grace when 
you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God.  Salvation 
is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast 
about it.’ 
     We are free, free to run into His arms of love, freed by the blood of Jesus. 

 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  10TH – 16TH MAY 2021 

 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and earth, the earth was a formless void and a 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.  
Genesis 1: 1-2 

     In 2021 the same spirit of God hovers over our planet, which is facing a 
climate emergency.  People already living in poverty are losing even more 
food, water, homes and family. Every day people have to walk further to 
collect water because of drought. Rose aged 67, with her donkey, walks for 6 
hours every day to collect water for her 6 grandchildren.  She is hungry and 
thirsty. Extreme drought is preventing her of a reliable source of water. Can 
we as a church help Rose and other families to pay for construction of an 
earth or sand dam, or help to provide a bag of cement. Water is essential to 
us all, and all should have reasonable access to the water of life. Will you 
help people like Rose? This information is taken from Christian Aid literature.         
The easiest way to give at the moment is online at christianaid.org.uk. Sylvia 
or Venetia (via the church office) would also be be pleased to accept any 
donations for Christian Aid and  there will be a special collection plate in 
church and also a few envelopes, but used envelopes are just as good, but 
please mark them C.Aid. Thank you, Sylvia and Venetia 
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SIDESPERSONS 10:30AM SERVICE 

The numbers of persons acting as sidespersons has fallen over the past year 
and more volunteers to take on this role would be appreciated. The 
sidesperson is often the first person seen by anyone attending a service and 
although not too onerous a task it is very important.  
     If you think you could perform this role, or would like more details speak 
to me, or one of the current Sidespersons.   Derek Turner 
 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE  
A big thank you to all those that helped and supported the Craft & Table Top 
sale on the 17th April.  A total of £435.70 was raised - an amazing 
amount.  We hope you all enjoyed it and we look forward to arranging a few 
more social events as soon as we can.  From the social committee 

 
 Saturday June 5th : Plant Sale from 10am – 12 midday in the church 
grounds.  The church will also be open for refreshments.  Help in the kitchen 
will be needed and donation of cakes welcome.  For those with ‘green 
fingers’, donations of plants – flowers and vegetables will be appreciated and 
can be brought to the church at 9am on the day. If you can help in any way 
please speak to Ruth Oakley(07826312630) or Chris Llewellyn(9570318). 
These events are subject to the covid restrictions applicable at the time.  
 
Message from Ruth Oakley:  It will soon be pine cone collecting time. While 
on your walks, if you see any pine cones please collect them for me ready to 
make Christmas decorations later in the year. Thank you 

 
ST. JAMES CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2020 

The Annual Report for 2020 will be presented to the APCM on the 18th May 
2021 and a copy is now available to anyone who requires one. If you have 
access to a computer send your request to the parish office,  e-mail:  
stjamesmango@gmail.com . If you do not have access to a computer contact 
the parish office by ‘phone tel. no. 0117 9561016. If the office is unmanned 
leave a message on the answerphone to include your address and a copy will 
be sent not you by post (please speak slowly as the answerphone does not 
record very well -Venetia). Derek Turner 

mailto:stjamesmango@gmail.com
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CHURCH CHAIRS 
The chairs have been delivered to the church. We are now taking individual 
payment of chairs for those who would like to sponsor a chair. Please see 
attached form, at the end of the newsletter, for donating a chair (there are 
also larger individually printed A4 forms in the church if you would prefer 
one of those). 
 
PLEASE NOTE DUE TO ONGOING COVID RESTRICTIONS THE APCM HAS BEEN 
MOVED TO TUESDAY 18TH MAY, in the hope we will be able to hold a 
meeting in church on that date.Nominations for Annual Parochial Church 
and Vestry MeetingsThe above meetings will be held on Tuesday 18th May 
2021 in St. James Church. Issues to be dealt with include the election of 
Churchwardens, and members of the Parochial Church Council. Nomination 
forms are now available and are located in a basket on the ledge by the 
south door in the church building or, for those unable to collect, an 
‘electronic’ form may be obtained from me (e-mail 
stjamesmag@hotmail.com). To minimise contact in the current climate, 
anyone wishing to stand for either of the posts should collect the appropriate 
application form from the tray, complete their personal details as required, 
ensuring they sign the declaration. Put the form in the envelope attached to 
the form and place it back in the tray. Please do not pass the form to anyone 
else to propose or second your application. I will collect the envelopes and 
deal with the proposing etc prior to the APCM. Derek Turner  
 

NEWSLETTER  
Please send anything you wish to be included in the newsletter for Sunday 
9th May to: stjamesmango@gmail.com by 11am on Friday 7th May.  
Thanks, Venetia  

CHURCH ACCOUNT DETAILS 
Here are the correct bank account details for the Church and Re-Order 
accounts, which will be printed regularly in the newsletter, as requested: 
General church account No:  00131986    Sort Code: 30-98-06 
Re-Order account No: 53092060                 Sort Code: 30-84-75 
All cheques payable to: PCC Mangotsfield – Reserve Fund (including the 
hyphen).  
 

mailto:stjamesmag@hotmail.com
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