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3rd Sunday of Easter  

 
Readings for the Services 

Epistle reading: Acts 3: 12b-19, NIV 
12  Peter… said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at 
us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him 
over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him 
go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to 
you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of 
this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It 
is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you 
can all see. 
         17 “Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But 
this is how God fulfilled what he had foretoldthrough all the prophets, saying that his 
Messiah would suffer.19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped 
out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord… 

 
Gospel reading: Luke 24: 36b-48, NIV 
 
Jesus Appears to the Disciples 
36  Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
        37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.38 He said to them, “Why 
are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It 
is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 
        40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet.41 And while they still did 
not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here 
to eat?”42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 
        44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
        45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told 
them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his nameto all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 
 
 

The Collect for the 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Risen Christ, you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: strengthen us to 

proclaim your risen life and fill us with your peace, to the glory of God the Father, 

Amen 
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PRAYERS 

We pray for all those who we know who have underlying health issues and for all those 
who are required to self-isolate at this time. We pray especially today for: Sophie, Doreen, 
Pat, Karen, Sue, Liz, Erin, Caroline, Chris, Pauline, Pat, Pete, Colin, Nick, Mike, Robert, 
Laura, Shirley, Diana, Nick, Megan, Ray, Hector and his family.  
    We remember with gratitude the lives of Val Abbott, Bill Taylor, David Lintern, Joyce 
Gregory and Karyn Billings and pray for their families at this sad time for them. 
 

Message from Teresa and the Leadership Team 
We successfully opened the church for worship for both 8.00am and 10.30am services and 
this pattern will continue. Services will of course remain under strict Covid secure 
procedures of social distancing and wearing of face masks (unless exempt). No booking 
necessary, but operated on a first come basis. We will trial this and adapt to a booking 
system if necessary.  

      Our online provision and emailed newsletter will continue. Coffee@Zoom is 

discontinued for the present, but we will look at other ways of meeting together at a 

different time in the week.  

 
The online service this week will be available from 9.30am. For the link, go to St James 
Mangotsfield Facebook page, website or straight to Youtube and search for St James. 
Please note that the hyperlinks for Zoom etc. may not work on all computers. If they don’t 
work simply cut and paste, or copy in the information on the links instead. 

 
Please note there will be no livestreams on Sunday 18th April. 

  

Our Lent Giving project “I MAY NOT HAVE EATEN OUT BUT I CAN STILL HELP OUT”, is still 
open, please prayerfully consider giving towards both a vaccine charity to help the 
developing world and also for St. James. Ways to give:  

 Cash in a labelled envelope, let us know if it needs picking up or can be dropped off 

at the Vicarage. 

 Cheque, made out to PCC Mangotsfield – Reserve Fund and “Lent Giving Project” 

on reverse. 

 Direct payment into general account (see below) with the reference Lent Giving 

 Cashless payments can also be taken at the Vicarage call 0117 9093078 to arrange.  

 

HELP NO LONGER NEEDED TO CLEAR GROUNDS AT THE CHURCH HALL ON 21st APRIL 
Thank you for the offers of help to clear the hall grounds, but we have since found out that 
Jonathan and Alison Storey have very kindly cleared and shredded all the brambles, so this 
job no longer needs to be done and we are very grateful to them. The shed is now being 
kept for a hall user so it does not need to be dismantled, either. There will be a new request 
for help to clear unwanted items from the hall and take them to the tip. This will appear in 
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the newsletter some time after the table-top sale. Thanks, Venetia (on behalf of the Hall 
Committee) 

 
CHURCH CHAIRS 

Good news the chairs have been delivered to the church and look wonderful (Venetia’s 
comment in italics). We are now taking individual payment of chairs for those who would 
like to sponsor a chair. Please see attached form, at the end of the newsletter, for donating 
a chair (there are also larger individually printed A4 forms in the church if you would prefer 
one of those). 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM PETER HUZZEY 
Have you heard of the festival of Eostre? No, my spellchecker has not gone on strike, this is 
the title of the pagan Spring festival which preceded the Christian Easter and which gives us 
our symbols of eggs and bunnies. We are told that a mission from Rome, led by Saint 
Augustine in 597 AD, overlaid these ancient beliefs with Christian content. And so it did. But 
it would be a mistake to think that both traditions have equal value or that the earlier 
tradition is somehow more ‘authentic’. The birth of rabbits (and lambs) and the re-
emergence of Spring flowers are certainly uplifting but do not impact our lives in the way 
that the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ does. Against these symbols of new (or 
emergent) life we place the assurance of eternal life from God. I know which I believe has 
more significance. 
     We are sometimes told that we will live on in the memories of others. I like the thought 
that my grandchildren (and friends) will remember me after I am gone but that is a very 
limited immortality. I remember my grandparents with great fondness but I have no 
recollection at all of my great-grandparents.   
     Set against this emergence of new life to replace the old, or of living on in the memories 
of others, we have the words of Jesus, ‘I am the resurrection and the life’…. When Jesus 
talked to Mary of Bethany about her brother Lazarus she told him, ‘I know he will be raised 
on the last day’. Jesus had other plans, in the short term, for Lazarus but Mary was not 
wrong. Lazarus was returned to earthly life by Jesus but would have died again. Jesus uses 
Lazarus’ return to life in order to point to the resurrection to eternal life of all believers, 
which of course is the Easter message. 
     As Dylan Thomas put it (quoting Romans 6:9) ‘And death shall have no dominion’. As 
Christ was raised from death, so one day will all those who trust in him.  
     Old ‘Eostre’ customs are fun, if they are kept in perspective. But, as for the idea that hot 
cross buns merely represent the four seasons, don’t get me started! 
 
 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE  
 Saturday June 5th : Plant Sale from 10am – 12 midday in the church grounds.  The church 
will also be open for refreshments.  Help in the kitchen will  be needed and donation of 
cakes welcome.  For those with ‘green fingers’, donations of plants – flowers and 
vegetables will be appreciated and can be brought to the church at 9am on the day. 
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 If you can help in any way please speak to Ruth Oakley (07826312630) or Chris Llewellyn 
(9570318).These events are subject to the covid restrictions applicable at the time. 
Message from Ruth Oakley:  It will soon be pine cone collecting time. While on your walks, 
if you see any pine cones please collect them for me ready to make Christmas decorations 
later in the year. Thank you 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE DUE TO ONGOING COVID RESTRICTIONS THE APCM HAS BEEN MOVED TO 
TUESDAY 18TH MAY, in the hope we will be able to hold a meeting in church on that date. 
 

Nominations for Annual Parochial Church and Vestry Meetings 
The above meetings will be held on Tuesday 18th May 2021 in St. James Church.  
     Issues to be dealt with include the election of Churchwardens, and members of the 
Parochial Church Council. Nomination forms are now available and are located in a basket 
on the ledge by the south door in the church building or, for those unable to collect, an 
‘electronic’ form may be obtained from me (e-mail stjamesmag@hotmail.com). 
     To minimise contact in the current climate, anyone wishing to stand for either of the 
posts should collect the appropriate application form from the tray, complete their 
personal details as required, ensuring they sign the declaration. Put the form in the 
envelope attached to the form and place it back in the tray. Please do not pass the form to 
anyone else to propose or second your application. I will collect the envelopes and deal 
with the proposing etc prior to the APCM. Derek Turner  
 

NEWSLETTER  
Please send anything you wish to be included in the newsletter for Sunday 25th April, to: 
stjamesmango@gmail.com by 11am on Friday 23rd April. Thanks, Venetia 
 

 
CHURCH ACCOUNT DETAILS  

Here are the correct bank account details for the Church and Re-Order accounts, which will 
be printed regularly in the newsletter, as requested: 
General church account No:  00131986    Sort Code: 30-98-06 
            Re-Order account No: 53092060               Sort Code: 30-84-75 
All cheques payable to: PCC Mangotsfield – Reserve Fund (Don’t forget the hyphen).  
 

 
Latest message from the Resound Foodbank 

Dear friends and supporters, the past month has seen a decline in the number of referrals 
compared to last March when the first lockdown occurred but still above the level we saw 
in 2019. Donations though have continued at the same level that we have seen throughout 
the pandemic and for that we are extremely grateful.Because of the amount of food that 
has been donated, we have been able to support six local schools with food who have in 
turn been able to support families in the community. 
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     We are not expecting the need for FoodBank services to decrease in the coming months 
so your continued support will be needed as much as ever. Thank you for your support and 
kindness. Best wishes, Claire and Riches 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOUND FOODBANK SHOPPING LIST – APRIL 2021 
NO pasta or baked beans please as we have lots! Also, please no bottles of fizzy drinks or 
water – thank you! 

• tinned fruit 

• Custard – tins, cartons, packets 

• rice pudding 

• Small bottles of squash 

• Jam and Chocolate spread 

• Meat paste 

• Small tins of meat – spam, corned beef, ham 

• Instant hot chocolate 

• Small jars coffee 

• Instant noodle blocks (NOT Pot Noodles) 

• Tinned sweetcorn 

• Tinned mixed veg 

• Sponge puddings 

• Tinned spaghetti  

• UHT milk (semi-skimmed) 

Resound foodbank, Blackhorse Road, Mangotsfield, Bristol BS16 9BP 0117 3050969 / 
07485688621. We are currently a delivery only service. We are open for donations every 
Friday between 10am – 12pm                               
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