
 Franciscan friar I once met. He told me, ‘People come to the friary to ‘get away 
from it all’. I tell them ‘It’s all here!’’ As Christians we are all called, not to escape 
from life but to be immersed in life and to meet God in each other. The book of 
Lamentations, containing perhaps the saddest chapters in the whole Bible, still 
includes these uplifting words: ‘The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his 
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning.’ 3:22-23  
     Throughout these past months God has gone on loving us as he always will. So, 
whatever this year brings, I feel confident it will also bring us all together again, in 
our refurbished church, to worship him with complete freedom and renewed 
vigour. Now that really is something to look forward to!   Peter Huzzey 
 
Our Sermon series on faithfulness continues on Sundays at 10.30 in St. James and 
online 
10th     January                   The Faithfulness of God                                           Barrie Fleet 
17th       January                              Our Faithfulness to God                                           Jackie Long 
24th       January                              Our Faithfulness to each other                            Peter Huzzey 
31st       January                              Our Faithfulness to the community                       David Miles 
7th          February                 Our Faithfulness in our relationships                   Jane Huzzey 
14th       February                          Our Faithfulness to ourselves                            Teresa Taylor 
 

WELCOME TO DIANE SIMMS 
“This month we are very pleased to welcome Diane Simms with us. She will be on 
placement at St. James until Easter, as part of her final year studies at Trinity College 
leading to ordination this coming year. Many of you will remember Diane, as she 
undertook a LLM placement with us a few years ago. It is good to welcome her back 
and we look forward to sharing ministry with her.” Teresa 
 

COLLECTING STAMPS FOR RNIB  
I will be collecting used postage stamps for RNIB again this year. If you can help, 
please hold on to them until we can get together. Many thanks, Peter Huzzey 

 
CHURCH ACCOUNT DETAILS   

General church account No:  00131986               Sort Code: 30-98-06  

            Re-Order account No: 53092060               Sort Code: 30-84-75  

 All cheques payable to: PCC Mangotsfield – Reserve Fund  

(Don’t forget the hyphen). If you have any queries call Sylvia on: 0117 956 1818  

 

NEWSLETTER  
Please send anything you wish to be included in the newsletter for Sunday 10th 
January, to stjamesmango@gmail.com by 11am, Friday 8th January  Thanks, Venetia 
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Epiphany Second Sunday of Christmas 
Old Testament reading: Isaiah 60: 1-7 
The Glory of Zion 
60 “Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 
2 See, darkness covers the earth 
    and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
but the Lord rises upon you 
    and his glory appears over you. 
3 Nations will come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you: 
    All assemble and come to you; 
your sons come from afar, 
    and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5 Then you will look and be radiant, 
    your heart will throb and swell with joy; 
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 
    to you the riches of the nations will come. 
6 Herds of camels will cover your land, 
    young camels of Midian and Ephah. 
And all from Sheba will come, 
    bearing gold and incense 
    and proclaiming the praise of the Lord. 
7 All Kedar’s flocks will be gathered to you, 
    the rams of Nebaioth will serve you; 
they will be accepted as offerings on my altar, 
    and I will adorn my glorious temple. 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 2: 1-12 
The Magi Visit the Messiah 
2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who 
has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When 
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he 
asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they 
replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
    for out of you will come a ruler 
 

 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully 
for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and 
worship him.” 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, 
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped 
him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to 
Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

 
The Collect for Epiphany 

Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-
child: guide and sustain us, that we may find our journey’s end in Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Amen 

PRAYERS  
We pray for all those who we know who have underlying health issues and for all 
those who are required to self-isolate at this time. We pray especially today for: 
Sophie, Doreen, Pat, Karen, Sue, Liz, Erin, Caroline, Chris, Pauline, Pat, Pete, Colin, 
Nick, Mike, Robert, Laura and Shirley.  
 
We remember Yvonne Orchard and Michael Whittle who have recently died and 
pray for their families at this sad time. 
 

The online service this week will be available from 9.30am. For the link, go to St 
James Mangotsfield Facebook page or website.  

 

THOUGHTS FROM REVD CANON PETER HUZZEY 
There’s a story told of a vicar who began every Sunday service by thanking God for 
something good in the preceding week. One Sunday the congregation knew their 
vicar had endured a terrible week and wondered what he would say. The vicar   
began, ‘Thank you, Lord, that there aren’t many weeks like this one.’ We may feel 
the same about the past year. But perhaps we have also been reminded of how 
much we need our Christian friends and how, even when we can’t get together, we 
still find ways to support and encourage each other. We may have got to know 
some people better through telephone calls and ‘zoom’ conversations. We really 
have learnt to bear our Christian witness, ‘you in your small corner, and I in mine’. 
     Whatever this New Year holds for all of us it will have its share of joy and 
frustration.  We can’t escape from any of this. I am reminded of the words of a 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A+1-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23171a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A+1-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23176b

