
invitation, in a church with not only the much needed toilet and smart new kitchen 
area, but a most beautiful light and spacious worship space. ‘How lovely is your 
dwelling place!’ sprang to mind as I gazed up at the angels last Sunday. God is good. 
So what am I doing here again, you might well ask? Well, I’m in the second year of 
ordination training to become an ordained local minister in Fishponds at All Saints 
and St. Mary’s. Coming from a background in children’s work, co-ordinating school 
trails, a Messy Church and Holiday Bible Clubs, writing essays was a shock to the 
system, compensated by being among the lively student body at Trinity College- 
some of whom could be my sons or daughters! The essay research has been 
fascinating and I’ve answered questions such as: How did we get the Nicene Creed?, 
Why are there so many models of atonement?, What is the mission of the Holy 
Spirit?, among others. Our lectures continue online. Churches in my home benefice 
of All Saints and St.Mary’s Fishponds have been offering midweek opportunities for 
prayer on Zoom. I wonder if, like me, during lockdown, you find yourself turning to 
God in prayer more often? There are amazing ancient and modern resources to help 
with that. I love singing - and because I was missing it, I decided to teach myself 
plainsong chant during lockdown. I love to use it to pray the Psalms at morning or 
evening prayer. There is a fragility about the music which seems to match the mood 
of the times we are in and brings me close to God in worship. (You might have heard 
the nuns in 'Call the Midwife' sing plainchant). I have also discovered the Lectio 365 
App devised by the 24/7 prayer movement and find it so refreshing to either listen 
to the audio or follow its pattern of prayer in the evenings. P.R.A.Y. Pause, Reflect, 
Ask, Yield. I will finish with a prayer from it for you to use today:  
       Jesus help me to receive Your blessing.  
       Help me know Your favour and Your presence.  
      Transform me from the inside out, whatever my circumstance today. Amen. 
I look forward to meeting more and more of you, to talking and praying together, 
whether online or in church.  God bless, Diane Simms 
 
Our Sermon series on faithfulness continues on Sundays online: 10th January The 
Faithfulness of God (Barrie Fleet), 17th January;   Our Faithfulness to God (Jackie 
Long); 24th January  Our Faithfulness to each other (Peter Huzzey) 31st  January   Our 
Faithfulness to the community  (David Miles); 7th February Our Faithfulness in our 
relationships (Jane Huzzey); 14th February   Our Faithfulness to ourselves (Teresa 
Taylor). 
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NEWSLETTER 

Please send anything you wish to be included in the newsletter for Sunday 17th 
January, to stjamesmango@gmail.com by 11am,  Friday 15th January   

Thanks, Venetia 
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The Baptism of Christ 

Old Testament reading: Genesis 1: 1-5 
 
The Beginning 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the waters. 
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was 
good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and 
the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the 

first day. 
 
Gospel Reading: Mark 1: 1-11 
 
John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah,[a] the Son of God,[b] 2 as 
it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 
“I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”[c]— 
3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”[d] 
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by 
him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: 
“After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am 
not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with[e] water, but he will baptize 
you with[f] the Holy Spirit.” 
 
The Baptism and Testing of Jesus 
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn 
open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: 
“You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

The Collect for the Baptism of Christ 
Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: may 

we recognize him as our Lord and know ourselves to be your 
beloved children; through Jesus Christ our Saviour, Amen 

 

PRAYERS  
We pray for all those who we know who have underlying health issues and for all 
those who are required to self-isolate at this time. We pray especially today for: 
Sophie, Doreen, Pat, Karen, Sue, Liz, Erin, Caroline, Chris, Pauline, Pat, Pete, Colin, 
Nick, Mike, Robert, Laura, Shirley and Diana.  
 
      We remember Yvonne Orchard and Michael Whittle who have recently died and 
pray for their families at this sad time. 

 
Message from Teresa and the Leadership Team 

Dear St. James Church family, it is with a very heavy heart that we have decided in 
the interest of safety to close St. James for worship on Sunday. The Leadership team 
met yesterday and considered: the rise in Covid 19 cases in South Glos.; where there 
has been an exponential rise and the age profile of church family (many of whom 
are awaiting vaccination in the next few weeks). The situation is now far worse in 
our area than at either of the other lockdowns so we felt that there was no other 
safe alternative for us. This will be reviewed towards the end of the month. 
Our online provision and emailed newsletter will continue and we will again hold 
Coffee@Zoom at 11.30am on Sundays. 
     Our Pastoral Group leaders are also gearing up to make regular contacts again as 
well. If there is anything you need help with please do get in touch with your group 
leader or indeed any of the leadership team listed in this newsletter. 
     St. James is available for funerals still and private prayer and also to record or 
livestream Sunday worship. If you are wanting to access church for any reason 
please would you contact Venetia so that it can be added to the church diary so that 
we can appropriately space out visits to church at this time to help promote a Covid- 
secure environment. 

The online service this week will be available from 9.30am. For the link, go to St 
James Mangotsfield Facebook page or website.  

 
The link for Coffee on Zoom at 11.30am on Sunday is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84394023864?pwd=aVJuSUJMSWNUbklVMlRkUEdzYVl
oUT09     Meeting ID: 843 9402 3864 Passcode: Coffee 
 
Welcome to Diane Simms This month we are very pleased to welcome Diane with 
us. She will be on placement at St. James until Easter, as part of her final year 
studies at Trinity College leading to ordination this coming year. Many of you will 
remember Diane, as she undertook a LLM placement with us a few years ago. It is 
good to welcome her back and we look forward to sharing ministry with her. 
 
Diane says this: "Spend a Penny” was the jolly slogan on the tip of your tongues at 
St. James’ seven years ago when I came on a June placement while training for 
licensed lay ministry. And now I find myself here among you again, at Revd. Teresa’s 
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