
 
Thirdly thank you so much to those who have helped clean, tidy, sort and decorate 
St. James ready for our first Christmas in the newly refurbished building. 
    Finally a thought for Christmas: In the final scene of “That’s a Good Idea” we find 
Mary and Joseph reflecting on all that has recently happened and of the gifts that 
have been given to the new baby: swaddling clothes, a lamb’s fleece and the gold, 
frankincense and myrrh from the magi. They are concerned that being so poor they 
have little to offer this new baby sent from God.  The voice of God breaks through 
and they are reminded that they have the most important gift of all to give, the gift 
of love and care for all of Jesus’ life. And this is indeed what happened in Jesus’ life. 
As Jesus grew he was clearly nurtured, taught both to be a carpenter and also 
taught the fundamental elements of his faith and humanly speaking he was taught 
to care for others, this would have been the responsibility of his parents and the 
faith group he grew up in and that love and care clearly continued. We hear little 
more of Joseph after the birth narrative, possibly he dies in Jesus’ younger life, but 
we find Mary accompanying her son throughout his earthly ministry, often quietly 
there in the background, as mothers often are. This love was a costly love 
culminating in journeying with a child through death. As we journey with Mary 
through the gospels this perhaps helps us to understand the very depth of God’s 
love for us. That he would allow Mary to undergo such suffering, that he would 
allow his only son to die out of love for each one of us. Christmas is the first chapter 
of the final instalment of God’s saving plan for his beloved creation. The question is 
how do we respond to that love given to us? We may think we have little of worth 
to offer, but everyone is able to offer love, love of God and love of each other. How 
that is worked out will be very different for each of us and as we journey with Jesus, 
he will help us find out. May God bless us this Christmas and as we journey beyond, 
into the unknown of 2021. Teresa 

PLEASE REFER TO THE SEPARATE LEAFLET FOR ALL THE INFORMATION YOU NEED 
ABOUT CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

 
CHURCH ACCOUNT DETAILS   

General church account No:  00131986               Sort Code: 30-98-06  

            Re-Order account No: 53092060               Sort Code: 30-84-75  

 All cheques payable to: PCC Mangotsfield – Reserve Fund  

(Don’t forget the hyphen). If you have any queries call Sylvia on: 0117 956 1818  

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Please send anything you wish to be included in the newsletter for Sunday 3rd 
January, to the church office by 11am, WEDNESDAY 30th December, to 
stjamesmango@gmail.com Thanks, Venetia 
 

 

 

 



Fourth Sunday of Advent 
New Testament reading: Romans 16: 25 – to the end 
Gospel reading: Luke 1: 26-38 

Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, so we wait for his 
coming in glory; bring us through the birth pangs of this present age to see, 
with her, our great salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen 
 

The Collect for Christmas Night 
Eternal God, in the stillness of this night you sent your almighty Word 
to pierce the world’s darkness with the light of salvation:  give to the 
earth the peace that we long for and fill our hearts with the joy of heaven 
through our Saviour, Jesus Christ, Amen 
 

The Collect for Christmas Day 
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven 
touching earth: accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Saviour and 
our eternal God, Amen 

The First Sunday of Christmas 
New Testament reading: Galatians 4: 4-7 
Gospel reading: Luke 2: 15-21 
 

The Collect for The First Sunday of Christmas 
God in Trinity, eternal unity of perfect love: gather the nations to be one family, 
and draw us into your holy life through the birth of Emmanuel, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Amen 

PRAYERS 
We pray for all those who we know who have underlying health issues and for all 
those who are required to self-isolate at this time. We pray especially today for: 
Sophie, Doreen, Pat, Karen, Sue, Liz, Erin, Caroline, Sophie, Chris, Pauline, Pat, Pete, 
Colin, Nick, Mike and Robert, Laura and Shirley.  
 

The online service this week will be available from 9.30am. For the link, go to St 
James Mangotsfield Facebook page or website.  

 

SERVICES IN DECEMBER AT ST JAMES CHURCH  
As we continue to be placed in Tier 3 we are allowed to come to worship alone and 
sit socially distanced or in family /support bubbles, the bubbles remaining socially 
distanced from each other. From 23rd- 27th December we may also come to worship 
in our extended Christmas bubbles, each bubble socially distanced from each other. 
Following worship we must leave the building immediately not socialising with other 
individuals or bubbles.   
     

 
For this Sunday’s and Christmas services please see leaflet attached. Please note the 
carol services are bookable via Eventbrite and are mostly fully booked. There may 
be a few spaces still available if you have difficulty booking please contact the Parish 
Office for help and any late availability.  
On Christmas Eve  the church will be open from 14.00-16.00pm for families to come 
and visit the crib, have some take away refreshments and perhaps join in a socially 
distanced carol outside. For this event we will need help inside and also carol 
singers in the churchyard. If you would be able to offer an hour or so to help, 
please let Teresa know.   
    On Christmas Eve we are attempting something new for St. James, we are going 
to live stream midnight mass onto our youtube channel. We will start the service at 
11.15pm with music and the actual service will begin at 11.30pm You will be able to 
access the service by following this link https://youtu.be/6l2mkpAZHak We will also 
put a post onto Facebook nearer to the service meaning you will be able to watch 
the service there as well. If you need any help setting this up then please do give 
Chris Taylor a call and he will help. 
    Next Sunday 27th December there will be a service of Holy Communion at 8.00 in 
church and an online service will also be available 
    There is a series of Advent reflections going up on our YouTube channel, the link 
to these will appear on the website and also our FaceBook page.  
 

TERESA WRITES: 
    Firstly can I say a huge thank you to all who have helped and supported the 
efforts of St. James this Advent and will continue to do over Christmas. The two last 
Saturdays of “Open Church” were highly successful, both from having church open 
to the community, many seeing the building in its refurbished state for the first time 
and also from the beautiful craft and other items for sale that raised the grand total 
of £1476.70 - a truly amazing result. Thank you to all those who gave so generously. 
If you were not able to support these events in some way I wonder if you would 
consider giving St. James a Christmas gift this year. For obvious reasons our income 
has dramatically been reduced and we still have a great deal of expenditure in 
running and maintaining two buildings. We recognise that everyone’s circumstances 
will vary and for some this year there is less money available and for others there 
may be some extra as the opportunities for spending have been restricted. Can I 
encourage you to prayerfully consider this? 
    Secondly another massive thank you to all those who worked hard producing our 
Christmas Nativity “That’s a Good Idea”. We enjoyed the premier on Sunday and it 
has already been widely watched and circulated on YouTube and will be used in 
another church on Christmas Eve, it’s so good to be able to support other churches 
with our efforts. If you haven’t yet watched, it’s available on YouTube and is highly 
recommended. 
     

https://youtu.be/6l2mkpAZHak


 
 

A Christmas Poem 
      
Look at your hands. Who are they for? 
Have they had a year like this one before? 
  
Have they washed and scrubbed and sanitised? 
Got dry and sore, and moisturised? 
  
Have they done less work, been at home more? 
Or have they worked harder than ever before? 
  
Have they helped a neighbour, a parent or friend? 
Have they longed for all these restrictions to end? 
  
Have they missed friends; felt too far apart? 
Have they lost a loved one and clutched at your heart? 
  
This Christmas is different; it can’t be the same. 
The world all around us has obviously changed. 
  
But the meaning of Christmas - the heart of it all, 
Began in a baby so precious and small. 
  
With no glitz or sparkle, no parties or feasts, 
He came for the broken, the lonely, the least. 
  
The hands of his earth-dad were dusty and worn, 
Hardened by woodwork, but chosen for more. 
  
The hands of his mother were softer, but weary 
Holding her baby, eyes happy but teary. 
  

 
 
 
 
The hands of the shepherds, who visited first, 
Were rough and strong and ingrained with dirt. 

  

The hands of the angels were lifted in praise, 
To the One we call Saviour, the ancient of days. 
  
To the babe who’s smooth hands, so weak and so small, 
Would one day carry the wrongs of us all. 
  
So that every person on earth may know, 
How much they are loved, by how far He would go. 
  
To rescue, redeem, forgive and restore, 
To give us the life we were born for. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Readings for Sunday 27th December 2020 
 

 

New testament: 1 John 1 New International Version 

The Incarnation of the Word of Life 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and 
our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word 
of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and 
we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and 
has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and 
heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We 
write this to make our[a]joy complete. 

Light and Darkness, Sin and Forgiveness 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have 
fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do 
not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all[b] sin. 

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth 
is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we 
claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his 
word is not in us. 

 

 
Gospel: John 21: 19b-end 
 
Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 

20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was 
following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against 
Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray 
you?”) 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 

22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I 
return, what is that to you? You must follow me.” 23 Because of 
this, the rumour spread among the believers that this disciple 
would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he 
only said, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that 
to you?” 

24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote 
them down. We know that his testimony is true. 

25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were 
written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not 
have room for the books that would be written. 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30545a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30548b
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