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New Testament:  1 Thessalonians 5: 1 - 11, New International Version 

The Day of the Lord 

5 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for 
you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While 
people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labour 
pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 

4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a 
thief. 5 You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the 
night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be 
awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk 
at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a 
breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer 
wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, 
whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage 
one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. 

 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 25: 14 - 30, New International Version 
 

The Parable of the Bags of Gold 

14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his 
wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another 
one bag,[a] each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had 
received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags 
more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had 
received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 
them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he 
said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 

21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’ 

22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two 
bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A+14+-+30&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24024a
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23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’ 

24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that 
you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have 
not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, 
here is what belongs to you.’ 

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have 
not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my 
money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back 
with interest. 

28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever 
has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even 
what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into 
the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

 

The Collect for the 2nd Sunday before Advent 

Heavenly Lord, you long for the world’s salvation: stir us from apathy, restrain 

us from excess and revive in us new hope that all creation will one day be 

healed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 

PRAYERS 

We pray for all those who we know who have underlying health issues and for all those 
who are required to self-isolate at this time. We pray especially today for: Sophie, Doreen, 
Pat, Karen, Sue, Liz, Erin, Caroline, Sophie, Chris, Pauline, Pat, Pete, Colin, Nick, Mike and 
Robert. 

 
Our prayers are also with Paddy and Terrie and family as they come to terms with the loss 
of Paddy’s Mum, Kelly. 
 

The online service this week will be available from 9.30am. For the link, go to St James 
Mangotsfield Facebook page. 

 
 

SERVICES IN NOVEMBER AT ST JAMES CHURCH 
We are so thankful to Our Lord that we have been able, finally, to move back into St. James 
Church building. We managed one whole Sunday and now sadly corporate worship is 
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curtailed through this next lockdown. We will however continue our online worship and are 
already planning seasonal worship for the Advent and Christmas period with Plan A and 
Plan B, and probably also Plan C in mind!!! Teresa 
 

COFFEE VIA ZOOM THIS SUNDAY  
Hello All, whilst we cannot hold services at St. James we have restarted CoffeeTime on 
Zoom on a Sunday morning at 11.30 am until about 11.15 am, it’s a good opportunity to 
catch up on news and chat informally. 
The link to the meeting is:- 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87194039081?pwd=aGlCR3UrdS8vMzVmbFBXc242UWlldz09 
the meeting ID: 871 9403 9081 and the password is CoffeeTime 
It’s a recurring meeting so the details above remain the same each week. 
  
If you have any problems accessing the meeting please email 
at chris.taylor@stjamesmangotsfield.com or phone me on 07790328516      Chris Taylor 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM REVD TERESA TAYLOR 
 

I wonder how this week has been for you all? I have a sense we have slipped back into 
Lockdown fairly easily this time. With schools, colleges and universities still open and in the 
majority of areas NHS provision carrying on besides for Covid Care, there is some sense of 
normality as we live our lives. 
     On the other hand we have only to venture outside our front door and be greeted with 
numerous folk wearing masks and bottles of hand sanitiser at the ready and we realise we 
are far from in a normal situation. The management of Covid 19 remains a big part of our 
lives at the present. 
     We are also now seeing some of the longer term effects of Covid too on our economy, 
mental health and freedom to live and move around as we would choose. We give thanks for 
the “Good News” this week that a new vaccine appears to be effective, and ask for patience 
as we await the rolling out of a programme of vaccination in due course, perhaps at last the 
end of this is in sight. 
     I was with Bishop Viv yesterday as she led her clergy on a day of preparation for Advent 
and she began by asking the profound question “When and how have you known Christ with 
you? 
The important word being known. We are assured that Christ is always with us. 
 
 And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age,’ says Jesus  (Matthew 28:20) 
 
Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand. (Psalm 73:23) 
 
So in one sense we know Christ is always with us, we read it in scripture, we experience the 
effects of having Christ in our lives by the growing of the fruit of the Spirit within us, but 
when are the moments when we have known Christ. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87194039081?pwd=aGlCR3UrdS8vMzVmbFBXc242UWlldz09
mailto:chris.taylor@stjamesmangotsfield.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028%3A20&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2073%3A23&version=NIVUK
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I invite you this coming week to ponder on that question: 
When and how have you KNOWN Christ with you? 
  
For it is in these moments that the words of scripture leap off the page and become fully 
alive to us and we experience the power of the resurrected Christ, yes he is always with us 
but in these moments he is more fully known.  
 
As you look back over the recent months of the pandemic, when have you known Christ to 
be with you for it is in these moments that our faith is strengthened and we gain the 
courage to journey forward towards the hope to which we he been called. 
 
Christ, as a light illumine and guide me. 
Christ, as a shield overshadow me. 
Christ under me; 
Christ over me; 
Christ beside me on my left and my right. 
This day be within and without me, 
lowly and meek, yet all-powerful. 
Be in the heart of each to whom I speak; 
in the mouth of each who speaks unto me. 
This day be within and without me, 
lowly and meek, yet all-powerful. 
Christ as a light; 
Christ as a shield; 
Christ beside me on my left and my right. 
 
From Morning prayer  - The Northumbria Community 
 
May God bless us as we journey together 
 
Teresa ><> 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
As we will still be in Lockdown on Advent Sunday, our annual Toy Service will not take place, 
however Social Services still need toys and toiletries for the young parents, Kerry’s team that 
we usually give to. Possibly more so this year as those on low incomes are being most 
impacted by Covid. If you could purchase and wrap toys (for pre-school age group and no soft 
toys please) and toiletries we will announce a time and place to drop off, hopefully church as 
Lockdown is lifted. Thankyou, Teresa 
 
 

If during these weeks of isolation either you yourself or you become aware of someone 
else with a pastoral or practical need, please do let one of the leadership team know. 
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LIVE STREAMING SERVICES 
We have been successful in being awarded a grant from All Churches Charity for equipment 
to help worship in the Covid situation. As a result, we will be able to embark on live 
streaming our worship soon, which means we will be able to join together after Lockdown 
on a Sunday from our homes and in church at the same time. If anyone would like to be 
involved in Live Streaming, either with previous experience or a willingness to learn please 
contact David Miles or Chris Taylor. 
 

UPDATE FROM TEN 
"And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious 
riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus." Philippians 4: 19 NLT 
     Thank you so much for your interest in what God is doing across South East Europe. 
Despite the limitations imposed by Covid-19, we have been astounded at the wonderful 
generosity of our supporter churches towards TEN and our partners in Europe, especially 
through our Harvest for the Hungry Appeal. We are so grateful to you for everyone who has 
run a harvest service and given to TEN's appeal this Autumn. 

 

https://www.ten-uk.org/shop/ We’ve updated our popular Essential Gifts catalogue in 

plenty of time before Christmas. Gifts are listed under the themes of Compassion, 

Sustainability and Education. As well as shoes, warm coats, seeds and Bibles, you can now 

help provide PPE and hygiene products to help our partners support their communities in 

the fight against Covid-19. 

 
UPDATE ON FILMING FOR THE VIRTUAL NATIVITY 

The show will go on. If you have a speaking part, please film yourselves as soon as possible 
and send it to David. We have decided on traditional costumes. If you need help in sourcing 
any part of your costume please let me know and I am sure between me and Yvonne we 
can help you. All COVID-19 rules to apply. 

https://www.ten-uk.org/shop/
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     If you or your child wishes to take part by dressing up as an Angel, Shepherd or Star 
please take a picture or short video and send it to David.  
    Could the Virtual Choir please contact David for music. Film yourself and your family 
singing ‘We wish you a merry Christmas’ and send it to David. All videos to reach David by 
22nd November at the latest. It might help David if all videos and emails are named with 
the part you are sending. 
     David’s email address is at the top of this newsletter and Shirley Nash can be contacted 
at: shirleynashchurch@gmail.com or call 01179402879. 
Thank you everyone for all your help with this project, Shirley 
 
 

  CHURCH ACCOUNT DETAILS  
Here are the correct bank account details for the Church and Re-Order accounts, which will 
be printed regularly in the newsletter, as requested: 
 
General church account No:  00131986    Sort Code: 30-98-06 
            Re-Order account No: 53092060               Sort Code: 30-84-75 
 
All cheques payable to: PCC Mangotsfield – Reserve Fund 
(Don’t forget the hyphen) If you have any queries call Sylvia on: 0117 956 1818 

 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Please send anything you wish to be included in the 22nd November newsletter to the 
church office by 11am, Friday 20th November, to stjamesmango@gmail.com . Please note 
that while I am working from home my parish office hours are usually from 9.30am – 3pm 
(lunchbreak approx. 1-1.30pm) on Fridays. Thanks, Venetia 

 
 

Latest information from Resound Foodbank 
Many thanks for your continued support Resound FoodBank and for all the donations you 
have made. 
     Autumn has continued to be a busy time for us with an increase of around 80%  in the 
number of families helped compared with the same period last year. It is unlikely that there 
will be any reduction in this support requirement in the coming months and fully expect an 
increase due to the recent lockdown announcement and of course Christmas. In previous 
years, the number of clients helped during December has more than doubled compared 
with the average for the other 11 months of the year. On this basis, we are planning to 
have to make over 100 deliveries in the run-up to Christmas. 
     Attached is our Christmas Shopping list, containing both general and Christmas specific 
items which will be distributed to clients in Christmas 'goody bags' in addition to the usual 
food parcels. Your donations will enable us to provide this service to those in need over the 
Christmas period and as ever, will be gratefully received.  

mailto:shirleynashchurch@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesmango@gmail.com
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     Donations can be brought to the Resound Centre on a Friday morning between 0930-
1200 when the FoodBank is open. Alternatively, they can be dropped off at the FoodBank 
collection boxes at Sainsburys Emmerson Green, Sainsburys Lyde Green or Lyde Green 
Community Centre. 
     Many thanks and best wishes to you all, Steve and Claire 

 
Resound Foodbank Shopping List Christmas 2020 

 

General Items 
✓ Minced beef & onion 
✓ Tinned mushrooms 
✓ Tinned potatoes 
✓ Jelly 
✓ Angel Delight 
✓ Fruit juice (Long life) 
✓ Sponge puddings 
✓ Milk (Long life) 
✓ Toilet rolls 
✓ Tinned fruit (all types & sizes) 

 
 

 

Christmas Items 
✓ Small boxes of chocolates for 

adults 
✓ Yule Logs 
✓ Christmas cake slices 
✓ Large tins salmon 
✓ Large tins ham 
✓ Christmas chocolates/biscuits 
✓ Christmas pudding 
✓ Custard (tins or sachets) 
✓ Crisps/Nuts/Cheese Crackers 
✓ Christmas crackers 
✓ Chocolate bars/sweets for 

children 
✓ Small, quality, toiletry gift packs 

for ladies and men 
✓ Small family games 

 

 
PLEASE check the Best before Date to ensure that the items will last into the New Year.  
  
We will give out Christmas parcels on the 9th, 11th, 16th and 18th December so please help us 
by making your Christmas Item donations by early December. Thank you 

 Resound foodbank, Blackhorse Road, Mangotsfield, Bristol BS16 9BP 0117 3050969 
We are open every Friday between 10am – 12pm 

 

 
 

 
 


